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Introduced by Council Member Love and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Bowman, Boyer, Becton, Anderson, Crescimbeni, Hazouri and amended on the Floor of Council:



RESOLUTION 2016-460-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING U.S. NAVY CAPTAIN HOWARD WANAMAKER, COMMANDING OFFICER OF NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE NAVY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Howard Wanamaker, a native of Miami, earned his bachelor of science degree from the University of Florida in environmental engineering, completed his NROTC training, and was commissioned in the U.S. Navy in December 1990; and


WHEREAS, Captain Wanamaker trained as a naval flight officer, received his “Wings of Gold” in December 1992 and made his first deployment on the USS Constellation aircraft carrier as a member of the VAW-122 ”Steeljaws”, beginning a long and distinguished career as a naval aviator that saw him assigned to the VAW-125 “Tigertails”, VAW-120 “Greyhawks” and VAW-126 “Seahawks” aboard the USS George Washington and USS Harry S. Truman, flying missions in the E-2C Hawkeye airborne early warning aircraft in support of the Decisive Endeavor, Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom Operations and accumulating over 3,000 flight hours and 470 carrier arrested landings; and


WHEREAS, during his second tour with the Greyhawks as their executive officer, Captain Wanamaker earned an Executive MBA with distinction from the Naval Postgraduate School and received the Rear Admiral Thomas R. McClellan Award for Academic Excellence; and 


WHEREAS, Captain Wanamaker completed a command tour with the VAW-123 “Screwtops”, served as Air Operations Officer for Carrier Strike Group 12, and served a tour at NATO Headquarters, Supreme Allied Commander Transformation, as head of the Human Factors and Cognitive Science Section before reporting to NAS Jacksonville in August 2013 as Executive Officer, and ultimately - Commanding Officer in February 2015; and


WHEREAS, after a stellar career during which he earned numerous decorations, including the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, as well as numerous other individual, unit and campaign awards, Captain Wanamaker has announced his retirement from the Navy and from command of Naval Air Station Jacksonville as of August 18, 2016; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates U.S. Navy Captain Howard Wanamaker upon the completion of his outstanding 26 year career with the Navy, ending with his command of NAS Jacksonville, and wishes him and his family the very best of health and happiness in the years to come. Captain Wanamaker’s service to the Navy and to his country are gratefully acknowledged and appreciated by those for whom he served.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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